BROAD HALFPENNY DOWN

of the first man who systematically bowled a
length, and the first who systematically played
forward ; these things did not happen by accident
or without discussion; those who imagine that
cricket theory was born with the nineteenth
century are grossly mistaken. As for the Hamble-
don wickets, the care taken about sowing and
rolling them suggests that they may well have
been as good as the best village wickets to-day,
though modern methods of preparation were
unknown. Six days' cricket a week they did not
play, and there was no question of a " Gasworks
End.'' Change is incessant and we also may make
history. I doubt if Broad Halfpenny was ever,
as was the Worcestershire County ground, a few
years ago, sown in error with turnip seed; and it
may be taken for certain that a full history of the
Hambledon Club would afford no parallel to the
case of the spectator at Leyton who dislocated his
jaw by yawning at the slowness of the Essex
batting.

September 9, 1923.
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